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a big win. For the families and individ-
uals that rely on safe and affordable 
food every day, this bill is a big win. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Senate to 
quickly pass this bill and get it to the 
President’s desk for his signature. 
Americans deserve as much. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Compassionate and merciful God, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

Bless the Members of this people’s 
House. Give them strength, fortitude, 
and patience. Fill their hearts with 
charity, their minds with under-
standing, and their wills with courage 
to do the right thing for all of America. 

In the work to be done now, may 
they rise together to accomplish what 
is best for our great Nation and indeed 
for all the world, for You have blessed 
us with many graces and given us the 
responsibility of being a light shining 
on a hill. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. GABBARD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

HONORING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO THE ARKANSAS STATE UNI-
VERSITY AGRIBUSINESS CON-
FERENCE 

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the service of 
Arkansas State University Agricul-
tural Economics Professor Dr. Bert 
Greenwalt. 

This year marks the 20th anniversary 
of the Arkansas State University Agri-
business Conference, which Dr. 
Greenwalt has faithfully directed the 
past two decades. This premier agri-
business conference gathers attendees 
from across the country to focus on 
global agriculture, farm policy, com-
modity market outlooks, and biofuel 
research. 

While maintaining a global focus, Dr. 
Greenwalt also manages to make the 
conference pertinent to Arkansas’ agri-
cultural producers, regularly bringing 
State ag leaders and university alumni 
to the event. 

While attending Arkansas State Uni-
versity myself, I had the privilege of 
having Dr. Greenwalt as an ag policy 
professor, where I developed the skills 
necessary to serve on the Agriculture 
Committee in this body. Each day serv-
ing Arkansas’ First District, I experi-
ence the same kinds of concepts and 
examples I learned in Dr. Greenwalt’s 
classroom. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me and the 
entire Arkansas State University com-
munity in honoring the service of Dr. 
Bert Greenwalt. 

f 

THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINIS-
TRATION ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, last 
month, the Social Security Adminis-
tration announced proposed plans to 
close the Social Security field office in 
Amherst, New York, among other re-
gional offices. This proposal is both un-
necessary and ill-conceived and threat-
ens the ability of seniors, international 
students, and individuals with disabil-
ities to access critical services. 

In response to this, I plan to intro-
duce the Social Security Administra-
tion Accountability Act, which would 
require that the Social Security Ad-
ministration provide Congress and 
local communities with adequate no-
tice and justification for field office 
closings. 

This bill would require that Congress 
receive a report which includes case-
load data, service population, and staff-
ing levels at field offices, as well as the 
process by which offices are selected 
for closing. 

Mr. Speaker, the recent FY 2014 
budget appropriated an additional $11.7 
billion to the Social Security Adminis-
tration for administrative expenses, 

which should provide the financial sta-
bility to alleviate the need to close 
field offices across the country. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
request. 

f 

REMEMBERING TOM TEW 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart in 
remembrance of a dear friend and one 
of Miami’s legal giants, Tom Tew. Tom 
passed away last week at the age of 73 
from pancreatic cancer, an unfortu-
nately common and terrible disease. 
Tom was the cofounder of the Tew 
Cardenas law firm and worked closely 
with my husband, Dexter, for many 
years. 

Tom specialized in securities litiga-
tion, having represented the Florida 
Department of Insurance and the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission, as 
well as having testified before this 
body on five occasions about securities 
and insurance fraud. Tom led a full life, 
including forming an intercollegiate 
boxing league and supporting the ath-
letics program of our hometown Uni-
versity of Miami Hurricanes. 

Tom’s lovely and energetic spirit will 
be greatly missed. He is survived by his 
loving daughter, Kristina; brother, 
Jeff; sister-in-law, Maureen; his long- 
time partner, Marta; and his long-time 
secretary, Jo Anne. 

We will miss you, Tom. You were a 
good friend to all. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO VICTOR E. 
PORTUGUES GARCIA 

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to pay tribute to my friend, Victor 
Portugues Garcia, who passed away 
this weekend in Puerto Rico. Victor 
Portugues served as under secretary of 
Housing for the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico from 1972 to 1976 and was 
an excellent engineer. His wife, Carmen 
Santa, has been a math teacher for 
many years, and they raised five chil-
dren, all of whom graduated from pres-
tigious universities. 

I want to say to his family and to all 
of those who are going to miss him 
dearly that we are saddened by his 
passing and his death. To the 
Portugues family, we know that many 
people talk about infectious smiles. 
Victor’s was truly an infectious smile. 
He always had something positive to 
say, always contributed to helping ev-
eryone else, and never asked for any-
thing for himself. I don’t know what 
more you can say about a human 
being. I know he is resting in peace, 
and I know that I look forward to being 
with him when I, too, leave this world. 

Thank you, Victor, for all you have 
done. 
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